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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to the preliminary amendment filed on 1/23/04. As 
directed by the amendment, new claims 15-16 have been added. Thus, claims 1-16 are 
presently pending in this application. 



Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "A massage device. The 
massage device includes " should be replaced with A massage device includes -. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims appear to be a literal translation into 
English from a foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

5. Re claims 1 and 8, the phrase "facing two (or three) intended locations" is 
unclear as to what structures ? (the rollers ? the protrusion ?) facing the intended 
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locations; the phrase "generating pressure ? higher than pressure exerted by a surface 
of the sole of the foot" is unclear as to what structure ? is generating this pressure and 
also what kind of pressure ?; and how the 'pressure ? exerted by a surface of the 
sole of the foot" is created (is it created by the weight of the foot ? or other structures 
are involved in creating this pressure?). 

6. Re claims 5-7 and 12-16, the phrase "a driving locus ? closer to a therapeutic 
portion ?" is unclear as to what is a driving locus (locus for driving what ?), and is 
unclear as to a therapeutic portion of what element ? It is also unclear to the examiner 
what is being claimed in the phrase "one of the rollers has a protrusion facing the arch 
of the foot and a driving locus closer to a therapeutic portion than a driving locus ? of 
a protrusion ? on one of the rollers (other rollers ?) facing a foot portion other than the 
arch". 

The rest of the claims are also rejected because they depend from the rejected 

claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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8. Claims 1, 3,5,7-8, 10,12, and 14, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chiou (GB 2246298 A). 

9. Re claims 1 and 8, as best understood, Chiou discloses a sole-massaging device 
(fig. 3), comprising: a driving mechanism (turbine); and a plurality of rollers (left and right 
rollers, fig. 3), each having a therapeutic protrusion 44; and when a foot is placed on 
the roller (p. 3, lines 79-83), then the roller inherently would be facing two or three 
intended locations of a sole, an arch and a heel of a foot, generating a pressure 
(produced when the protrusion 44 massaging against the foot) higher than a normal 
pressure exerted by a weight of the foot; wherein the rollers are rotatably driven in a 
predetermined direction by the driving mechanism (p. 2-3, lines 60-78) . 

10. Re claims 3, 5, 7, 10, 12 and 14, as best understood, Chiou discloses the 
therapeutic protrusion 44 on the rollers is disposed on an outer surface thereof, and 
freely supported (via 42, fig. 3) by the roller ; wherein the rollers include a plurality of 
rotational shafts 34 (left and right, fig. 3), disposed on the same level (fig. 3); wherein 
one of the rollers has a protrusion 44 facing the arch of the foot. 

11. Claims 1, 3,5,7-8, 10,12, and 14, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen (6,599,261) 

12. Re claims 1 and 8, as best understood, Chen discloses a sole-massaging device 
(fig. 5), comprising: a driving mechanism 10 ; and a plurality of rollers (left and right 
rollers, fig. 5), each having a therapeutic protrusion 36; and when a foot is placed on 
the roller (p. 5), then the roller inherently would be facing two or three intended 
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locations of a sole, an arch and a heel of a foot (best seen in fig. 5), generating a 
pressure (produced when the protrusion 36 massaging against the foot) higher than a 
normal pressure exerted by a weight of the foot; wherein the rollers are rotatably 
driven in a predetermined direction by the driving mechanism (fig. 2) . 

13. Re claims 3, 5, 7, 10, 12 and 14, as best understood, Chen discloses the 
therapeutic protrusion 36 on the rollers is disposed on an outer surface thereof, and 
freely supported (fig. 2) by the roller ; wherein the rollers include a plurality of rotational 
shafts 20 (left and right, fig. 5), disposed on the same level (fig. 5); wherein one of the 
rollers has a protrusion 36 facing the arch of the foot (fig. 5). 

14. Claims 1-16, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pannetier (4,127,116) 

15. Re claims 1-2 and 8-9, as best understood, Pannetier discloses a massaging 
device (fig. 1), comprising: a driving mechanism 18/19/20 (fig. 1); and a plurality of 
rollers 9 and 10 (fig. 1), each having a therapeutic protrusion 14 ( (fig. 1); and is 
capable of applying massage to a foot , thus when the roller 9 or 10 is applied against 
the bottom surface of the foot then the roller inherently would be facing two or three 
intended locations of a sole, an arch and a heel of a foot, generating a pressure 
(produced when the protrusion 14 massaging against the foot) higher than a normal 
pressure exerted by a weight of the foot; wherein the rollers are rotatably driven in a 
predetermined direction by the driving mechanism; and wherein any two adjacent 
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rollers 9 and 10 are rotatably driven in opposite directions (along arrows 15 and 16 as 
shown in fig. 1). 

16. Re claims 3-7 and 10-16, as best understood, Pannetier discloses the 
therapeutic protrusion 14 on the rollers is disposed on an outer surface thereof, and 
freely supported by the roller (via shaft 13, fig. 2); wherein the rollers include a plurality 
of rotational shafts 7 and 8 (fig. 1), disposed on the same level (fig. 1); wherein one of 
the rollers has a protrusion 14 capable of facing the arch of the foot. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hsieh '361 discloses a leg massage device. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang D. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4982. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday & alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The Central FAX phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300 for all communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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